it will not slide like a sand or gravel pile, and that one
can walk on it without causing it to slide.  He stated that
it is common to have sheer faces at the stockpile, and that
the experienced dozer operators do not consider the stockpile
to present a hazardous slide condition.  The material is so
dense that it simply will not slide.  He also indicated that
an attempt was made to "trim" the pile by the use of a pipe
attached to the dozer blade but that this proved to be unwork-
able.  The pile was eventually trimmed down by removing the
material from the face in order to abate the citation.

On cross-examination, Mr. Bradford stated that the
respondent has a safety program which includes regular weekly
meetings which he conducts.  In addition, annual refresher
training is given to all employees and they are provided with
the company safety rules.  He also stated that he stresses
safety awareness to all employees and conducts bi-weekly
safety inspections of the plant.

With regard to Citation No. 2237048, concerning the
three holes on top of the storage bin, he stated that the
regular walkway was on the opposite side of this location and
he did not consider the area where the holes were located as
a walkway.

Ward F. Stumpf, testified that he is employed by the
respondent as operations manager of its Lake Charles baroid
plant.  He has 23 years experience in the industry, and pre-
viously served as the warehouse superintendent and safety
coordinator at the New Orleans operation.. He confirmed that
he has accompanied at least six MSHA inspectors on prior
inspections when he was at the New Orleans operations, but
that he has never accompanied Inspector McGregor.  The only
question raised by the inspectors on prior inspections was
the angle of repose of the material stockpiles, and no ques-
tions were ever raised about the specific conditions cited by
Inspector McGregor.  He conceded that prior inspections did
result in prior guarding citations.,, fcut not at the locations
cited by Mr. McGregor.

With regard to the angle of repose issue, Mr. Stumpf
stated that due to the weight and heavy consistency of the
raw barite material, the stockpiles do1 not present a slide
hazard, and he has demonstrated this to the inspectors during
past inspections.

Mr. Stumpf stated that he has accompanied company safety
inspectors and engineers and insurance inspectors on prior
inspections and while some hazardous conditions were pointed
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ware of any injuries ever resulting from such
